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Introduction

The information contained in this manual is intended to familarize persons with the scor-
ing standards and criteria used for the 8th Grade version of the Georg le Ctitetton-
Referenced Writing Test. The material included was taken from the actual training
manual used to train raters to understand and apply the scoring system. In th actual
training process the manual is used In conjunction with a computer work station. The
training manual provides definitions and descriptions of the scoring drnensioas and the
score scale and specific directions about the rating of real papers. The computer work
station directs the rater-trainee In practice exercises and provides feedback regarding
practice.

Intrcduction to the Scoring Dimensions and Scale Points

A let of the five Scoring Oknensions, their definitions, and the components that cooly to
each dimension is provided on page 4. You shook, read this pegs carefully and
thoroughly and refer tot often throughout trainingand also throughout scoring. You
may want to remove this page from your manual so that you can refer to it easily, if a
separate copy of the page is not provided you fa this purpose.

A score of. "1' to "4" is to be assigned for each one of the five dimensions of v ding.
Appearkig beneath the name of each dimension is a Net of the components which
"define" that dimension. Different aspects of writing competence are to be evaluated in
the different dknensions. While the dimensions are interrelated during the writing pro-
cess, writing strengths and weaknesses are rated only once during the scoring process.
In other words, a particular strength or weakness is not rated in two or more dimensions.

Refer to the page listing the five Scoring Dimensions to be sure in which dimension a
particular aspect of writing is to be rated. A detailed discussion of the dimension follows
the definitions of the scale points.

Definitions of the Four Scale Points

Try to visualize each dimension represented on a line that goes from "Very Poor to
"Very Good." Along the way, four regions are defined and labeled 1, 2, 3 and 4. Such a
representation is shown below:

(Very Poor

1 2 3 4

(very Good!

This figure shows that each score point rep; asents a range on the dimension. There
can be low 2's, high Zs and typical 2's. The same is true for the other points. A particu-
lar paper that you are reading and scoring will rarely seem exactly lice the definitions of
the tour points, but it will be mom Ike one than the other. In other words, a Palm that Is
more Ike a 3 than * 4, and more like a 3 than a 2, would be rated 3 on that dimension.
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Score Point 1: The writing is Inadequate. Very few if any of the com-
ponents for the dimension are demonstrated.

Score Point 2: The writing is Minimal. Some of the components for
the dimension are demonstrated.

Score Point 3: The writing is Good, yet not exceptional. Many of the
components are demonstrotod, and these are demonstrated success-
fuNy.

Score Point 4: The writing is Very Good. Most of the components of
the dimension are demonstrated, and these are demonstrated con.

NOTE: A paper might not demonstrate competence in each component listed under a
particular dimension, yet WM be scored a "4" on that dmension. Another paper may
demonstrate competence in one component but be so weak in other components that
those weaknesses overpower the single strength. Thus, this second paper may receive
a score of 1" on that dimension because of overpowering weaknesses. In other words,
strengths may compensate for weaknesses, and weaknesses may overpower strengths.

Terms used to Define the Scoring Dimensions

Dimension: The Georgia Department of Education has identified several basic quali-
ties In any piece of effective writing, regardless of the topic or type (narrative, exposi-
tory). The qualities are: Content and Orgenization, Style, Sentence Formation, UM*.
and Mechanic. Each ci then is reigned to as a dimension or domain of vending.

C01111p011011t: A component is one of the Net of aspects to be considered within a par-
ticular dimension. A complete listing of all the scoring dimensions and the components
for each dimension appears on page 4. For example, clear pronoun reference is a com-
ponent of die dimension Usage. When you are deciding on your rating for Usage on a
student paper, you would look for demonstrated competence In pronoun reference,
akwig with competence in the other components of that dimension.

Each one of the five dimensions is presented separately. Terms are defined, followed
by writing samples selected to illustrate the meaning of some of the terms.
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Georgia Criterion-Referenced Writing Test
Scoring Dimensions, Definitions and Components

CONTENT/ORGANIZATION: The writer estabilshes the controlling idea through
examples, illustrations and facts or details. There is evidence of a
seem of order which Is clew and relevant.

Cindy established controlling kk .a
Clearly developed supporting ideas
Sufficiently rolvrant supporting Idea
Clearly discernible order of presentation
Logical transidore and flow of ideas
Sense of completeness

STYLE: The writer controls language to establish hisiher individuality.

Concrete knages and cbecriodve language
Easily readable
Varied sentence patterns
Appropriate tons for topic, auckence and purpose

SENTENCE FORMATION: The writer forms effective sentences.

Appropriate end punctuation
Compihrte sentences or functional fragments
Appropriate coordination and/or subordination

USAGE: The writer uses standard American Unglish.

Clear pronoun references
Correct subject-verb agreement
Standard form of verbs and nouns
Correct word choice

MECHANICS: The writer employs devices necessary in standard written American
English.

Appropriate capitalization
Appropriate internal punctuation
Appropriate fonnattkg
COffel spelling

Sarre Poke 1: The writing is Inadequate. Very few if any of the
components for the dimension are demonstrated.

Score Point 2: The writing is Minimal. Some of the components
it the dimension are demonstrated.

Stare Poke 3: The writing is Good, yet not excepdonaL Many of the
components are demonstrated, and these are demonstrated successfully.

Score Point 4: The writing is Very Good. Most of the components
we demonstrated, and these are demonstrated consistently.

6
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ICONTENVORGANIZATION: The writer establishes the controeng idea through
examples, NIustrations and facts ot details. There is evidence of a sense of order which
is clear and relevant.

Clearly established controlling idea
Clearly developed supporting ideas
Sufficiently relevant supporting ideas
Cindy discernible order of presentation
Logical transitions and flow of ideas
Sense of completeness

Ccatroffing Idea: The controlling idea of a piece of writing is not the same as the
written 'Thesis statement," although the controlling Idea may be expressed in the form of
such a statement. The controlling idea may be either st .at.PfaJ or implied; if stated, it may
appear tossed the beginning or toward the end of the piece of writing, or even inserted
in the middle of the text. It may be stated in several sentences. The controlling idea
may be apparent to the reader even though there is no direct "thesis statement" The
writer may present a writteo thesis statement, but the actual controlling idea may differ
sonviwhei from the statement. To determine the controlling idea of a piece, ask your-
self, If I had to sum up this piece of writing in one brief sentence, what would that sen-
tence be r

Order of 01101111ftati011: A piece of writing may be adored or organized in many
difhwent ways: chronological, a listing of ideas related to the topic, a series of examples
Illustrating the controlling idea, a comparison or contrast, identification of a problem fol-
lowed by a proposed solution, a generalization followed by a narrative Illustration of the
generalization. These are but a few of the possible orders. In an effective piece of writ-
ing, the order of presentation is appropriate to the controlling idea.

7
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CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION:
Contrail% Idea

Statements suggesting the writer's control% Idea are underlined. Note that the control-
.% idea la not stated in a thesis statement or in a single sentenne, but is a combination
of the fine two sentences. The Womiadon In the paragraphs In between thew sen-
tences explains why Bar Mitzvah was the happiest time in the %tars Weboth in terms
of the celebration itself and the end of die hard work.

*
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CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION:
Controlling Idea and Order of Presentation

Although a vague statement of the controlling Idea b attempted in the first sentence
(underlined), the per has no clear controlling idea. After the first four sentences
related to the idea that the best gift was the computer, control is lost. The reader is
never told very much about tho actual gift or why It was the best grit.

In terms of the order of preseason of ideas, the writer has employed a chronological
accounting of the events of hisTher birthday. The organkadon is Ineffective, as It does
not provide for a means of explaining the nature of the grit.

Rather than being about "why the computer was the beet gift I ever received," the per
is about 1vhat happened on my birthday."
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CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION:
Controlling idea and Order of Presentation

Tin paper has no apparent controlling idea. Each paragraph appears to jump to a new
topic, only connected by the repetition of the word "Mend."

The order of presentation is coritusim, shifting from a contrast of "happiness" to "sad-
ness" in the first two paragraphs, to a definition of a "friend" in the third paragraph, to a
orW explanation in the fourth paragraph of why the writer values his friends, to an
attempt in the final paragraph to appeal to the reader's awareness at similar expert-
411101114.
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STYLE: The writer controls language to establish his/her individuality.

EConcrete
knages and descriptive language

mily readable
Varied sentence Warns
Appropriate tone for topic, audience and purpose

Mummy Of COOOfOtO images and descriptive language: A writer uses
imagery when he or she uses descriptive language that appeals to the senses of thereader. This type of lenguage 'rubies the reader to "experience" the piece of writingmore or less directly. Either comet* images or descriptive language creates word-
pictures that enable the reedy to share the writer's experience. The writer may use
either concrete words or descriptive language.

Readable: "Readable" does not refer to the legibility of the handwriting. Rather, it
addresses the ease with which the piece of writing could be read aloud without false
starts or backing up and re-reading to "make sense."

Sentence patterns: The pattern of a sentence refers to the grammatical structure,
the order of the words and the length. Some of the possible oenterce patterns ere: sim-ple, compound, complex, subject-first, beginears with a phrase or clause, or beginning
with a sentence connective.

Tone: Tone indicates the writer's sensitivity to the purpose of the piece of writing andto the effect the piece of writing should have on the audience. Simply, tone refers to the
general mood or emotion brought forth by the piece of writing. Tone n ,ay be formal or
Informal, witty, Ionic, ',arcade, humorous, informative, sorrowful, ecstadc...and so on.
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STYLE:
Sentence Patterns

Very few of the sentences are varied in structure or length. Most of the sentences con-
sist of a monotonous repetition ci 1 Ike X," "I *Noy X" and "my Works gIS is X." The
repetition are circled.

The images tend to be vague. Except for the house, the reader cannot rssly "see" the
Iifts being daybed.

14
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SENTENCE FORMATION: The writer forms effective sentences.

Appropriate end punctuation
Complete sentences or functional fragments
Appropriate coordination and/or subordination

End punctuation: End punctuation refers to the use of the period, question mark or
exclamation pot* to mask the end of a sentence. The absence of appropriate and punc-
tuation creates sentence fommtion sows known se a comma spice or a fused sen-
tence. A comma sofice error occurs when two sentences are Inked with a comma rho
weather was cad, I wine my dad's Odor). A fused sentence or run-on error occurs
when two sentences arc run together without any punctuation.

Fragment or sentence fragment: As the term suggests, a fragment refers to an
in mime which is iacidng one or more of its pads but is written as if k were a
complete seisms. A fragment may be caused by Improper punctuation, as when a
writer places a period between a main clause and the subordnate clause ("The happiest
time of my Ile was when we weft to Walt Disney World. Because that was our first
motion as a family., Such a punctuation-based fragment is considered an error in
smilers.* formation. A "functional fragment" is one over which the writer seems to
have control, one which is used to create a particular effect ("And when were we leav-
ing? In the-morning, Bright and emir).

Coordination: Coordination refers to the connecting of equal grammatical structures
to provide equal ernphasie. Coordinating elements include (but are not limited to) con -
motors such as "and,' 'but" and "or." The semi-colon, used to connect two independent
clauses, amuse as a signal of coordination.

Subordination: Subordination refers to a method of connecting structures so as to
give some structures less emphasis than others. Examples of subordinating connectors
are "btause," 1VMen,* "11," "atter," 'While," "although," "so that," 'Who," 'Which" 5d
'That."

16
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SENTENCE FCRIAATION:
Ineffective Comdinatkin

In an epverent attempt to 'Ink sentences and indicate the sequenced events, the writer
MMUS the connectors "so" and 'Then" (underlined). While the end punctuation is
correct, the repeated use of these two connect= with short sentences mates the
effect d reMaggether thoughts.
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SENTENCE FORMATION:
Subordination

Subordinate clauses are enclosed In brackets. Subordinating connectors are underlined.

Note: not all instances of subordination are marked.
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USAGE: The writer uses standard American English.

Clear pronoun references
Correct subject-verb agreement
Standard form of verbs and nouns
Correct word choicert

Standard American English, standard fonn: "Standard" refers to careful
word choice and to the use of those grammaticalconventions agreed upon se the
language of the marketplace." Standard American English avoids the use of slang, jar-

gon, regkeislisms, and unacceptable forms except when appropriate to the topic and the
audience. Also, standard American English uses the agreed-upon forms for plurals,
possessives, subject-and-verb agreement and the fomiatbn of verb tenses. Com-
petence and adore in usage can be "heard."

Pronoun reference: Pronoun reference involves the reladonettip between a single
word or group of words (the an and the pronoun replaosment. The meaning of
the pronoun should be immediately obvious to avoid confusion. Clarity la achieved
through consistency of person and number ("My favoritesport is volley boll, but I Re
swimming too. They have to be played with teammates...." "They" refers to both sports,
while the writer intends a singular reference tr volleyball, or In. Broad references ("IV
"this") can create confusion, particularly when wound

Word choice: Word choice refers to the writer's use ci words which express his or
her ideas dearly and which demonstrate appropriateusage. For example, word choice
Includes an awareness of the dflerenoss between "a" and "an," "accept" and "env"
and 1W' and lay." Word choice also includes the appropriate forms of adjectiv e-. t nd
adverbs, ("the west time in my We," "reedy hard") and canto pronoun case ("My
parents gave my brother and me").

MID

22
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USAGE:
Pronoun Reference, Word Choice, and Standard Form at Verbs

Errors in usage are marked. Corrections are provided In the margin. Correct usage
also is Idendfied.

Note: not all Instances are marked
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Incorrect word tholes.
Should appear without
"because."

Pronoun reference Incorrect.
Mir, refers to the couple,
but only the brdther was
mentioned.

Pronoun reference is
confusing, Refers to
wedding, not sickness.

Correct verb formation.

Newest reference Is "day"
while pronoun actually re-
fors to the ceremony Itself.

Incorrect word choice.
717Second "on" is unncessani
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MECHANICS:
Formatting, Spelling and Capitalization

Errors in spell hg end capitalization are noted. Corrections we provided in he margin.

Formatting is marked with arrows (). Separating paragraphs by sicippirg Inn is not
standard form in a paper. At best, the skipped Inas are unnecessary. The paragreph
beginnings show minimal indentation, particularly when *moored to the occasional
indentation of ri,woquent lines. Spacing between words is appropriate.

Note: Net all Wen= are marked

4./-bazL-LZabL&ja.--waluids-aA114_442Aa.42Ao
.noa.cmaLAt_440,4.1.._44.L)4.(g.,.44aL____

44.4A6141-0..Lal44.A_Zte14--
-i.*-WOulci..41.3011L4-14.adtc4___
_td4atotAld_cbtattx1pAir140u&----
-.44caxtLd_46-9zhak-cho,CzATEArt4e4t._
-a"aL-Ya2S--4144aa--------------..>
-ttit-±1L-44,0414C41.14daltazid_ya-4- C0441C1 a-. 614.

t-a4dMOLatat-e'L- tbaCk 0- -

[40""4nCLP444f-tt-O-PC4 day Wtt Ogldge)Q
.t620).4itafA--0.0-4KbOL- 0 A4;1" Ut`t4 a /itlY"
41,4±44-,436##+-444Ai-L144.-4.414010d4-4.",d- po. cl_____
`11:E-t4c-tias-Latu_cia.44. _

6.1u.L__ArmA44.1)0-__
daiiii4,_CI.4Az_tiuNc_cadOW0d_ _14.2 upa:tvr._.

. .., ,,, ., - aot
1p-f1441, idtdi4 oOr L. 4.0%a) 4.4 663411-_40

-1.:.__CliZavA142.a.J4)12kQuaS6d1.-&L,..9444.
.64.4e.4,4s.4i_64404tii.urw444,4__

2 7

Lack of capitalization
N noted by circling
letters.

Misspelled words are
underlined.

Incorrect use of pos-
sessive form "their
for 'there" has to be
seen to be Identified.

(Note: This error would
be evaluated In Sentence
Formation. It le not
counted again as a
capitalization error.)

Does not appear from
the height of the
letters (see I )that
the proper noun begins
with a capital "C."

(This error would be
accounted for in
Sentence Formation.
The error is not
counted again.)

Seasons are not
capitalized.
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Day of week correct-
ly capitalized.
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MECHANICS:
Internal Punctuation

Correct internal punctuation is marked. Incorrect internal punctuation also :a noted and
corrections are provided in the margin.

Correct use of comma after
Introductory clauses.
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Correct use of comma
and quotations mimics
In punctuation of

Correct use of commas
to separate independent
clauses .

First comma is inapprop-
riate. Second comma is
cornea.

Correct use of commas
to set off the use of
"not only...but also."

Comma correctly used
after introductory
clauses.

Correct plural pos-
OeSSIVe form.



TT" T v. 

." I .. .. 'ITTTV. 

I4TT 

1 

I TT TT 

. 
I 

I I. 

% 

I May a a 1 r dil: 4 1 e f 
4 

a 1 II r Li Ill 1/1. 
w iiisidiwitt --; 1. I 1, . 

4 I 1 Maria ;4 ii tal ra MO , . t4 7 

-sir ii '0 r". 191 PP ":1, Ito t; 

, 

--Niasaum. P.. mu. .. rlika, r, 
1 A I, v. I MC 

i 

0 a a 11M1 Malik 0 I 
I 

.I1 A 9 rt l Ill .1 . V I 

r I 9 ri 4: r 
1 

1 IP'''. 4 tIlli 0411 pro, 
--r-T '" i/ ra IP : 11 t i p 1 11f 

IL I 

1 ..- f Tr. 

ar4 
. II 

Mal 
bvik, 

e 

I 1 

I 

* ' ' . . r i 

/ 
1 

,....,.. , . , 

1 

, 

.---- , ...7:6,70 ...I .( 

1 ... 

II 1 ' 

r , 
al 

Iry 

--7.-:-..,.. _...... eraill. 1 

: . VII .; 7.141 t l 
0,1: 

IP v v 4 

a -Z. 

if Illsuma , p 
' 

. , 
r-...- ak la.......---. --f i wow v ii t f IfN I 

f i 

.al 

'I r I'd MI Kirifgaiw t ars-Maar' imparis I., 
1 0 , i / PO N 

MEI t , 
W i 1.7111reingrAnuil pular, I Mi IMItil I - - ' 

111111111111 ) Id V v 0 0 I - 

iiinig Ai - 1 Ii .I 10F1 
I 

- Sar 
rt g 

' ' I 

#171 

-imir imam. 

v , U.A. 9 911111011r / 
' 5 le V' WW1 g" r r 

-'17. O I 4 I --r-. -T. I 

, . . . 

a 
7Wil 

I 0 I 1 , rt. --1-nr- 

) 

U. 0, 

II 

I 

T . 

.4 +I II I 



30

.t 1110W.
iW MaliMCIIMII!:

0. a A

. 1.11F1 T7'111111111 WPM% A A

'11111111111M,,,L410P31115AMIll
i!N lkltiMa.IRIMMIrlil!s .41,54I7..3,smmwujuwqimgrr

.M4

31

(Another Sentence
Formation error.
Not counted again as
a punctuation error.)
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Guidelines for Scoring

1. Leave your personal grading standards at home. Put away any preconceived
Ideas you might have as to what ought to be =quoted of a student at this age or
grade level. Rate each paper only for the five dimensions defined in this Manual, only
for the components outlined for each dimension, and only on the four-point scale given
yo
2. Remember ttwoughout baintry and sooting that you are to operate from a "com-
petence perspective" not en ?error perspective." This means that in order to rate a
paper rxurire*, you must read it looking for a demonstration of competence in each
dimension based on the components Need. To "count wont" ore you read wi often
cause you to make Makes in Judgment. Rather, you should be continually asking
yourself as you read, "Has this writer demonstrated his or her competence in this dimen-
sion, and, N so, how well?" The model papers will serve as your guide for defining this
competence.

3. Don't confuse the appearance of the piper with competence. Assign a score based
on each dimension not on the length, neatness, or legibility of the 'nor.

4. Keep in mind that you are scoring the writing sample, not the wn ter. Your subjective
response (1 fie this kid," I find this topic boring," "I agree with villa' the writer is ey-
ing," "I wish the wrier had not shared this ktometion with me") is to be kept separate
from the scone you assign.

S. Remember that the scale contains four points and four points only. A paper cannot
=elm a score of "0" or "5." RIVilra the model papers and their annotations periodically
to avoid redefining the scale because of the papers you have read.

& If the writer provided a title at the beginning of the essay, you should not consider
that a part of the text you are scoring.

7. Keep in mind the distinction between copying/proofreading errorssuch as omitted
words or phrases and dupliceted wordsand Tors in usage and mechanics.

& Papers that cannot be assigned a rating of "1" to "4" are discussed in the scoring
portion of this manual under "Non Seeable Paper Codes."

Suggestions for Keeping the Dimensions Separate

ConletWOrgenifition: Read the paper looking for evidence of a stated or implied con-
trolling idea (not necesselly a thesis statement or statement of purpose); for develop-
ment through the use of explanation, detail, and/or example; and for an organizational
plan the is 'sew to follow.

Style: Read for evidence of individuality. Does there seem to be a definite personM'ty
behind the words? Does the writer appeal to any of your five senses? Can you see any
pictures or scenes as you read?

32
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Sentence Formation: Read for competence at the sentence level.

Usage: Read for demonstration of competence and/or the presence of usage errors
you would her if the paper were read aloud to you.

Mechanics: Read for demonstration of competence and/or the presence of errors you
would notice only if you saw the paper.

Model Papers

On the following pages you will find the first six training papers, which are referred to as
Model Pepsis. Following each model paper is a set of scores and rationale statements
for each of the scoring dimensions for that Model Paper. The rationale statements or
annotations explain why the scores assigned to that paper are correct. These six Model
Papers **rale and define the precise meaning of each score point on each dimension.
Studying these papers with their accomponying annotations will give the reader valuable
Insights Into the meaning of the scoring scale.

Following these Model Papas is a section that indudas Non Savable Paper (NSP)
codes and examples of papers that have been given these oodss. An NSP is a paper
that cannot be scored using the scoring criteria because of some anomaly (e.g. an off-
topic paper, an SOW paper, etc:). The final section in this manual contains a Glossary
of terms used throughout this manual.

NI.
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Model Paper - 3 Page 1
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Annotation

Content/Orgsnkostion (1)

39

.,
Model Paper 3 Grade 8

The controlling idea is barely discernible. Contrast and chronological organization are
unsuccessful. Transitions are confusing. Support is relevant but inadequate, with kifor-
matlon gaps. The final sentence tails to as hlevie completeness.

cityle (2)

The paper contains glimmers of individualky in the use of dialogue. The paper is not
east/ readable throughout due to abrupt time shifts. Sentence variety is rninknal, with
heavy reliance on simple sentences.

Sentence Formation (2)

Sentenc:se are appropriately punctuated but ineffective. Subordination and coordination
are simplistic. The proportion of effective to ineffective sentences is inadequate, given
the shortness of the paper. The paper is a low 2.

The paper is a high two. Some components am demonstrated in a Nmited fashion.
There are two verb wore: "sister ask me if she could ride." Other verb forms are
correct. Word choice (oral forms, 'Weir and "see") is inappropriate.

Mechanics (2)

The paper contains a number of misspellings of common words and a few errors in capi-
talintion not attributable to handwriting. Competence in internal punctuation is demon-
strated.

Domain range w enclosed In perenthnese.
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Annotation

Content/Organization (4)

42

Model Paper 4 Grade 8

The controlling Ides is dear. The support is balanced, relevant and developed, with a
variety of examples (appreciation of the little things, the serious conversation.). The
paper has a sense of completeness.

31)40 (4)

The controlled, conversational language is effrative and descriptive. The paper is easily
readable. Sentence prAt-inio are varied Nostalgic tone is captured.

Sentence Formation (4)

End punctuation is appropriate. Almost al sentences are complete; the single fragment
is functional. Subordination and coordination are handled with ski'.

Usage (4)

Al components are demonstrated consistently.

kleoluvilos (4)

The paper contains minor problems with spelng and internal punctuation. Overall, com-
petence in al components le demonstrated.

Danish rulings are enclosed In perenlheses.

43
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Annotation

ContentfOrgenbation (2)

45

Model Paper 5 Grade 8

While a topic is clear, a controlling idea is not clearly established. Supporting informs-
don is present but not always raiment or appropriately grouped.

Style (1)

The per is not essiy readable. The language Is functionsi and the tone is flat. Sen-
tence patterns are not varied.

Sentence Fanned= (1)

The paper contains many instances of fragments, run-on and run - together sentences.

usage (t)

The paper contains errors in word choice, verb formation and subject-verb agreement.
Pronoun reference is not dear.

filealtenlas (1)

Formatting and internal punctuation are weak. So many words are misspelled that evi-
dence of competence in other components is diminished.

Domain mew are enckeed In paremmisse.
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Model Paper - 6 Page 2
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Annotation

ContenVOrganizadon (3)

48

Model Paper 6 Grade 8

While hit paper's appearance interferes with rating, the controlling idea is bothreason-
ably dear and developed. Some of the support Is a Nat of events rather than develop-
ment. The sequential order Is clew. The paper has a sense of conipletenses.

StYle (3)

Images of the wilier-parse interaction are clear although the language is not descriptive.
The conversational language is appropriate. Sentence patterns we reasonably varied.
Tone is appropriate and effective. Omsk the pew is not wally readable.

Sentence Formation (2)

End punclualon marks are not used systanadailly. While many sentences are com-
plete, only a few end with the correct punctuation. There is some evidence of subordi-
nation. POW contains some fragments.

Alias (3)

The takers commend of many usage concepts Is reasonable. There are verb tense and
agreement errors, but most verb forms are correct. Referents for 1" are not always
clew. Word choice Is appropriate. .

Medunics (1)

Formatting is weak. The paper has internal punctuation problems, especially the "dots."
Words we misspells/. Capitalization Is arbitrary.

Domain nap ere mined In perenthsest
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Coding Non Scarab le Papers

The following codes are to be assigned to papers which cannot be assigned a rating of 1
through 4. Definitions of the codes are provided below followed by example papers Skis-
tratkig she codes.

Cods Definition

A Blank
Assign to any paper which is completely blank. Be sure to check the front and
back page.

B Too Short
Assign to any paper containing too ale information for determining appropriate
scores. Such responses include a single wand, dyne, in or sentence and
may orchids responses of a few Ines. Olen the variability of handwriting and
content, no end number of lines can be specified (Examples of short papers
with enough information to be scored are included in 'he training papers.)

C Non English
Assign to any paper written in a foreign language.

E illegible
Before assigning the cods make a reasonable attempt to recognize enough
mord@ to use them al a basis for figuring out what the other words are.

F incomprehensible
Read the paper Iii its entirety before assigning this cods. Do not confUse spel-
ling errors with incomprehensibility. An inoornpreheneblepaper may contain
few recognizable English words, or it may contain recognizable English words
arranged in such a way that no meaning is conveyed.

G Off Topic
Famillerize yourself with the assigned topic. Consider that the paper may be a
variation on the topic. [Example of a worship variation of the topic 'your favor-
ite holiday" "1 don't have a favorite holiday and here's why." Examples of scor-
On variations on the topic /he biggest problem you had with someone:" "My
problem is with the people who made up this test," or "My beet friend has this
really bad problem with his mother:11

Addressing some aspect of the topic is acceptable. For example, it is possible
to write about "what you think your futuro WI be lice" as if the future has already
;rived: "I am a successful lawyer...."

II Off Task
This coes spokes to responses that are not on the task of writing a Basic Skills
Writing Test. Off Task responses include: copying from the test directions or
test booklet or from some material in the testing area; writing a response con-
sisting solely of a message to the rater el won't complete this stupid test," or I
have passed this thing already but Mr. Jones won't believe me.") Off Task
responses also include Inappropriate types of writing such as poetry and rap.
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Non Scout*, Paper Code 11:
Incomprehensible
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Non Scorabli Paper Cods CA:
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Oft f

(Response has been copied from another source)
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Non Scoreble Paper
T

Code H:
Off eak

(Response is a message to the raters)
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GLOSSARY

Component - A component is one of the Net of aspects to be considered within a par.
ocular dimension. % complete listing of all the scoring dimensions and the components
for each dimension appears on the sheet titled "Georgia Basic Skills Writing Test Scor-
ing Dimmions, Definitions, and Componenbt" Forexample, "dear pronoun reference"
is a component of the dimension "Usage." When you we deciding on your rating for
"Usage" on a student paper, rou would look for demonstrated Impotence in pronoun
reference, along with competence in the other components of that dimension.

Controlling idea - The controiling idea of a piece of writing is not the same as the
written "thesis stelement," although the centrality idea may be expressed in the form of
such a statement. The controlling idea may be antler stated or implied; If stated, it may
appear toward the beginning or totaled the end of the piece of writing, or even inserted
in the middle of the text It may be stated in several sentences. Thecontrolling idea
may be apparent to the reader even though there is no dkect 'thesis statement." The
writer may present a written thesis statement, but the actual controlling idea may differ
somewhat from the statement. To determine the control try idea of a piece, ask your-
self, If I had to sum up this piece of writing in one brief sentence, what would that sen-
tence be?

Coordination - Refers to the connecting of equal grammatical structures to provide
equal emplalis. Coordinating elements include (but we not anted to) connect= such
as "and," "but," and "or." The semi - colon, used to connect two independent clauses,
serves as a signal of coordination.

0411111t1111011 or Domain - The Georgia Department of Education has identified
MOM basic qualities In any piece of effective writing, regardless of the topic or type
(narrative, expository). The qualities we: Content and Organisation, Style, Sentence
frannedon, Usage and klochenice. Each of these is referred to as a dimension or
domain of wilting.

End punctuation - Refers to the use of the period, question mark, or exclamation
point to mark the end of a sentence. The absence of appropriate end punctuation
agates sentence formation anon knower as a comma splice error or a fused sentence.
A comma splice error occurs when two sentences are linked with a comma ("The
weather was cold, I were my dad's packer). A fused sentence or run-on error occurs
when two sentences are run together without any punctuation.

Formatting - Refers to the layout of the piece of wiling on the pagemargins, para-
graph indentation, spacing between words and spacing between sentences. Writers and
readers have agreed on certain spatial conventions for rarity and ease of reading, and
words are placed on the page in accordance with these conventions. Formatting also
refers to the appropriate grouping of related information into paragraphs.
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Iredwei law prohibits discrimination on the basis of nos oci:dr or national origin (Tido VI of the Civil Nights Act of 1194); see
(Tide IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and Tide II of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational !Education Act of 1994); or
handle. (Section NW of the PlehabNitation Act of 1973) in education programs or activities receiving federal financial
..Matte..
Employees, students and the general public art hereby notified that the Georgia Department of Education doss not
discriminate in any 'duodenal programs or activities or in employment policies.

The following Individuals hese been designated as the empiortiess responsible for coordinsting the department's effort to
implement this nondiscriminatory policy.

Title 11Ann Lary. resubmit Equity Coordinator
Tide VI Josephine Marlin. Associate SOW Superintendent of Schools
Tile Ix Ishmael Childs. Coordinator
Section 501Jim Whitworth. Coordinator

Inquiries concernine the appacation of Title Ii. Title VI. Tide IX or Section i& to the policies and practices of the department
may be addrosed to the persons Weed above at the Georgia Department of Education. Twin Towers C. Atlanta 30334; to the
Regional Office for Civil nights Atlanta 30323: or to the Director. Office for Civil Rights. Education Department. Washington.
D.C. aomn.

Assessment Division
Office of Evaluation and Personnel Development
Georgia Department of Education
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-5030
Werner Rogers
State Superintendent of !chools
1988
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